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AMOENITAS 
SALUBRITAS 
URBANITAS 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ wȅŘŜ 
Borough in 1868. It can certainly be read as meaning, Ψ! 
IŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ tƭŀŎŜΩΣ but its phrasing, deliberately 
ambiguous, allows for another interpretation, Ψ! /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
¢Ƙŀǘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ! IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎΩΦ This 
subtle shift between place and person, between the quality 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
the wellbeing of those who inhabit it, seems as pertinent now 
as it must have done then, at another time of great political 
and social turmoil. It was an acclamation that demanded, and 
promised, inspiring vision, effective partnership and practical 
action for change. 
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INTRODUCTION

Arc has been commissioned to prepare a Place Plan for 
Ryde, providing actions for positive change and 
regeneration across its priority retail and seafront areas 
and setting the whole within a context that characterises 
the town.

The methodology for the work is a literature review 
covering the last 15 years, extracting consistent and 
coherent themes, topics and public opinions that can be 
applied to place-based regeneration in Ryde.
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RATIONALE AND METHOD
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6

National Data 
applying to Ryde

County data 
applying to Ryde

Ryde Parish data

Ryde Public 
Comment

The Place Plan for Ryde is derived from a hierarchy of publicly available 
data sets and published information. 

National data is sourced from the Office of National Statistics and UK 
Government departmental reports as they apply to the town and 
parish of Ryde.

County data is sourced primarily from the Isle of Wight Council Core 
Strategy (2012), the Draft Island Plan (2015 on wards) and their 
collected supporting and technical documents and reports.

Parish data comes from electoral ward and local super-output area 
information published on the Isle of Wight Council website, local plans 
and policies published by Ryde Town Council and supporting 
documents and reports considered and referred to by the town council 
in decision making.

Public comments, opinions and suggestions are sourced from town 
council consultations on budget and policy statements, work 
undertaken by and commissioned through the Isle of Wight Council 
wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƎƘǘ ²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘΩ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ

All reference documents are listed as an appendix.
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The Place Plan identifies a set of strategic challenges to the town 
and its future. These are predicated on the conclusions and 
recommendations of the reference and source materials referred 
to in the appendix.

The challenges and solutions proposed are organized around core 
elements of place-based regeneration:

Å Geography and Demography ςthe distribution and extent of 
the physical and human characteristics of Ryde.

Å Foundation Capital ςǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
natural, cultural and social components of Ryde.

Å Land Use Policy ςthe framework of international, national and 
local decision-making with regard to development and 
infrastructure.

Å Governance ςthe role of local authorities at county and parish 
level and the network of organizations and institutions 
involved in the provision of public services and amenities.

Ryde Geography 
and Demography

Ryde Foundation 
Capital

Ryde Land Use 
Policy

Ryde Governance



PART 1. THE 
COMPOSITION OF RYDE
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CULTURAL CAPITAL 
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ÅThere are 470 Listed Building entries within the Ryde parish set within an extensive built 
environment Conservation Area  with two component parts.

Å75% of Union Street is listed.

Åу ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ wȅŘŜΩǎ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ 
designation.

ÅwȅŘŜΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ н {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ мо [ƻŎŀƭ [ƛǎǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ όǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 
at the level of the local authority).

ÅThe Conservation Area spills out across Ryde Sands, east and west of the Pier, creating a 
designated environment unusual in its extent and diversity of form, overlapping with ecological 
protections to create a block of protected urban environment unique on the Island.
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Heritage Designations
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map
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Å¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ wȅŘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ΨǳǇǇŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƭƻǿŜǊΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 
ring of distinctive historic settlements: Binstead, Haylands, Swanmore, Oakfield and Elmfield.

ÅThe new electoral arrangements for Isle of Wight Council published in June 2019 by the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England, recognises the importance of these district 
identities in the naming of some of the proposed ward revisions.

ÅThe continuing expansion of Ryde, incorporating and eventually enveloping some of these historic 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ όǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ {ǿŀƴƳƻǊŜΣ hŀƪŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƳŦƛŜƭŘύΣ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wȅŘŜΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
landscape unless the change that is coming allows the character of these places to be fully 
expressed in the evolution of the town and its parish.
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13wȅŘŜΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ
Source: OS 1:25000  1937 - 61



ÅwȅŘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭǎΩΣ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ WǳōƛƭŜŜ ƛƴ муутΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
the UK. The parade route is arguably the best on the Island and so has brought other significant public 
events and spectacles to the town, Pride, Mardi Gras, Pearl Izumi, Ryde Slide.

ÅThe Esplanade and its public spaces provides the large and accessible assembly area essential to large 
publicactivities inRyde; any significant changes to road layouts and public realm will need to fully consider 
the unintended ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ

ÅUnder The Pier, in its seventh year, celebrates the built and natural environment of Ryde in an 
exploration of the shoreline from Western Gardens to the pier head each summer.

ÅRyde in Bloom has worked for over a decade to promote and encourage gardens and greenspace with 
increasing interest in sustainability, biodiversity and community partnership.

ÅIn 1986 the Vernon Square Preservation Society purchased the historic gardens on Melville Street, now 
restored and managed for public and community benefit by the Vernon Square Conservation Society Ltd.
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15The Biosphere Mardi-Gras (courtesy of New Carnival Company) 



Å The town hosts two nationally important arts organizations, The New Carnival Company and 
Shademakers, both closely associated with carnival. Shademakers also runs The Depozitory, an arts venue 
in Ryde combining exhibition and gallery space with studio and workshop hire. 

ÅRyde Arts CIC has been running an arts festival in the town for sixteen years.

ÅRyde has the Ryde Society, Historic Ryde Society and Ryde Social Heritage Group, all working to protect 
and celebrate the cultural heritage of the town.

ÅHeritage transport (an complement to contemporary transport imperatives in the town) has a strong 
presence in the Isle of Wight Bus Museum and the Isle of Wight Steam Railway. The Bus Museum is a 
founding body in the annual Beer and Buses Weekend enjoyed by many thousands of residents and 
visitors.
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NATURAL CAPITAL
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ÅThere are 5 levels of ecological protection in operation across the parish of Ryde.  Four are 
ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǘŜǊƳƛƴƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǎŜŀŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ wȅŘŜ {ŀƴŘǎΥ

ÅRamsar ςan international wetland designation.

ÅSpecial Protection Area ςa Natura2000 European designation.

ÅPotential Special Protection Area ςa second layer of provisional designation, treated as if fully 
protected in policy and law.

ÅSite of Special Scientific Interest ςa UK habitat and species protection in law.

ÅThe fifth ecological protection is Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), designated 
by the Isle of Wight Council.

ÅA quarter of the Parish of Ryde is recognized, the majority at international level, for its ecological 
importance.

ÅThe whole of Ryde is of course incorporated in the new IW Biosphere reserve designation. The 
ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ .ƛƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
concentrated, and potentially exemplified, in built and natural environments of the town and its 
parish.
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Ecological Designations
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map

20



ÅwȅŘŜΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ΨŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
its environment. The flocks of brent geese and sanderlings on the winter shore, the multi-coloured 
marine sponge gardens growing under Ryde Pier, ground-nesting bees and their bee-wolf predators 
in the North Walk dunes, ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŀƎŜΣ ŘƻǊƳƻǳǎŜΣ ǊŜŘ 
squirrel, bechsteins and barbastelle bats, in its coastal woodlands.

ÅThe tree and woodland landscape of Ryde is patchily distributed, many parts carry some level of 
protection against damage or loss. Tree Protection Orders (TPOs) form a dense network within 
some parts of the Conservation Areas and are important elements in the character and layout of 
the town, but there are other important tree features more vulnerable to change.

ÅRyde has few street trees for example, and so where they do appear, they are the more 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜΩǎ ƘƻƭƳ ƻŀƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘƛŀƴ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ
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Tree Designations
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map
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COMBINING BUILT AND 
NATURAL HERITAGE
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Å ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ wȅŘŜΩǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ 
natural and cultural landscape, encompassing the heart of the town.

Å ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ wȅŘŜΩǎ 
residential and business community, represents an untapped resource that can support positive 
socio-economic change, an approach validated by the 2019 IWC Regeneration Strategy and by 
the current draft Solent Local Industrial Strategy.

Å The Biosphere designation awarded to the Island on June 19th 2019, actively supports this 
strategy for sustainable development. Ryde has the potential to be exemplary in its positive and 
active engagement with the 3 principles of Biosphere:

1. Conserving and enhancing its biological and cultural diversity.

2. Putting its stock of natural and cultural capital to work for the livelihoods and wellbeing of 
the people who live and work within its bounds.

3. Sharing information freely between its partners, stakeholders and communities, building 
the strongest constituency it can for a sustainable future.
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Combined Designations
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map
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SOCIAL CAPITAL 
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Å The 2009 and 2010 audits of open space and green infrastructure across the Island showed that 
while Ryde is well-supplied with school sports fields, allotments and church grounds, it is 
deficient in the provision of freely accessible greenspace when measured against national 
standards. New audits of open space are now being undertaken by IWC and there is an 
important opportunity for Ryde, and RTC, to actively engage with this evaluation, through for 
example the proposed Greenspace Forum.

Å wȅŘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ-ǘƻǿƴΩ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎΣ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǿŀȅƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŀǘƘǎ 
start at the edge of the town and run into outlying areas such as Binstead, Smallbrook and 
Spring Vale.

Å The Esplanade is likely to be a part of the route of the new National Trail, the England Coastal 
Path, to be set out in 2020 and to be opened officially in 2021 as part of the national Year of the 
English Coast, supported by Natural England, the Coastal Partnerships Network, the Coastal 
Communities Alliance, the National Coastal Tourism Academy, the New Economics Foundation, 
and the Local Government Association Coastal Special Interest Group.
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Amenity Space
Source: IWC Infrastructure Delivery Plan
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Public Greenspace
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map

29



tǳōƭƛŎ CƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ΨǾŀŎǳǳƳΩ
Source: The Land App

30



Å Police statistics for Ryde show that areas suffering from the highest levels of deprivation also 
have some of the worst results on the Island for crime, particularly violent crime.

Å IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻƴǎǘŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ aǳǘǳŀƭDŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ /ŀŦŞΩ 
approach to building stronger local community resilience.

Å Ryde Town Council is working with the Isle of Wight Council and the Aspire Ryde charity to 
provide local support and advice through the Community Connector project.

Å !ǎǇƛǊŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
health as significant issues of concern in the town.
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Crime Statistics
Source: Office for Police and Crime Commissioner ςInterAct dataset 32



Å Data published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) in 2019 shows a core of nationally 
significant socio-economic deprivation (as measured by Indices of Multiple Deprivation) running 
through the central and eastern parts of Ryde.

Å A comparison with data from previous years (2011, 2015) shows that this has become a 
persistent and worsening feature of the town.

Å The work of the Aspire Ryde charity has identified deprivation, homelessness and mental health 
as priority issues of local concern within its network of service users and providers.

Å Early feedback from the Ryde World Café project run by Hampshire Constabulary raises issues 
that include:
Å LƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ΨȅƻǳǘƘΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ
Å A lack of respect and understanding across generations.
Å Limited youth provision and a lack of support.
Å Adult street drinking and cannabis use creating expectations of lawlessness and exploitation 

of young people.
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2019 Indices of Multiple Deprivation
Source: Consumer Data Research Centre
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Å Ryde has important centres of community support, advice and intervention which, although not 
presently closely connected in the way that they are managed and operated, together provide 
significant services to the residents of the town. These include:

Å Network Ryde, a youth service project funded by Ryde Town Council; it was established in April 
2017 to support young people aged 11-19 from a dedicated youth café located at 147 High Street. 
Network Ryde also manages the seafront skatepark.

Å Aspire Ryde, a charity based in the former Holy Trinity church providing social and community 
support for all ages. It also has a Community Hub centre in the High Street. The Community 
Connector project, co-funded by Ryde Town Council, is based here.

Å Churches Together in Ryde, a network of the 16 churches in the parish, offering a range of events, 
activities and drop-ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƛƴ 9ƭƳŦƛŜƭŘΦ

Å The Children's Centre in George Street, providing health and parenting advice and support.

Å Ryde Library, a vibrant resource for all ages, providing a Help Centre and working closely with Ryde 
Arts.

Å Sovereign Housing Association own and manage over 1300 properties in Ryde and have an active 
and growing community development team looking for opportunities to establish collaborative 
projects and initiatives with other local organizations.

Å There is an opportunity to strengthen and amplify community and youth support through combining 
and coordinating between the various services.

35



36Wreath Making at Ryde Library (courtesy of Ryde Arts)



SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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Å The heart of the town comprises its Esplanade and its retail core of Union Street and High Street.

Å ¢ƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ½ƻƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
comprise, are naturally antagonistic, given the disjointed pedestrian access between them, the 
dominance of transport and traffic interests within them, and the creation of two opposing poles 
each seeking to anchor high footfall.

Å The Historic Places Review Panel clearly describes the bigger issue of vehicle dominance and its 
impact on Ryde; change on this scale will require a fundamental review of what is formally 
adopted as critical infrastructure for the future of the town (for example in the emerging Island 
Plan):

"In order to begin to resolve the problems facing both the Esplanade and the High Street/Union Street areas (and 
the interface between them), the Panel considered that a town-wide traffic review will be necessary. As is the case 

for Newport, the Council might experiment with temporary road closures or narrowing on certain parts of High 
Street/Union Street and Lind Street to test the impact which pedestrianisation might have upon vehicular 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦά
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Town Centre (black) and Tourism 
Opportunity Zone (yellow) policy areas
Source: IWC Island Plan Draft Proposals Map
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40
The hovercraft from Ryde Pier



ÅOne of the distinctive features of Ryde is its distribution of economic centres set within 
residential districts and priority public space. This has the effect of creating combined 
employment, retail, residential and common space ΨƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
emphasised as the south and east peri-urban fringe is developed.

ÅThe distribution of the main centres of business rate valuation and receipt indicatesa pattern of 
economic activity and infrastructure distributed in a ring within the town. Important economic 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ΨŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΩ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘǊƛŘƎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ΨCǳǘǳǊŜ wȅŘŜΩ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ

ÅwȅŘŜΩǎ public car parks raise almost £500K pa for the public purse. Quay Road alone delivers over 
a third of this figureandissetwithin a large public realm that incorporates small business 
tenants of the local authority, free recreational areas, youth services and national infrastructure 
operators. This close concentration of interests creates challenges and opportunities for local 
economic development.

ÅwȅŘŜΩǎ pattern of economic infrastructure forms the basis for a ƴŜǿ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ 
consideration of combined private and public capital as a platform for regeneration, and of 
partnership between ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘƛǊŘΩ sectors as a creator of wealth and value within 
the town.
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Centres of Non-Domestic Public Revenue 
Source: IWC business rates and car park income data (annual figures)

42



FUTURE RYDE
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Å Ryde faces significant change in the structure of its communities given the extent and location of 
approvals, site allocations, and proposed allocations for residential, recreational and industrial 
development.

Å These areas together create an urban extension along its southern and eastern borders, 
increasing the size of the town by a third and significantly altering the definition and pattern of 
wȅŘŜΩǎ ǇŜǊƛ-urban settlement from Swanmore to Elmfield.

Å The expansion of the town will bring with it demands on primary school provision and access to 
healthcare and the planning of these services will need to be carefully considered to prevent the 
relocation and displacement of facilities from disadvantaging existing communities.

Å In the same way, the extended and diversified sports facilities planned for Smallbrook will need 
to find the right approach to anticipating the needs of the new south urban extension without 
triggering the relocation or loss of town centre and seafront amenities (such as the skatepark) 
and so removing important social support, amenity and resource.

Å It will be essential that the town council, in partnership with key local organizations and 
agencies, can plan for, and influence, the social, economic and environmental changes to come. 
A close working partnership with both the Regeneration and Planning departments of the Isle of 
Wight Council is important.
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Illustrative Approvals, Allocations and 
Proposals for Development
Source: IWC Draft Island Planning Strategy



Å An essential part of planning for, and shaping a Future Ryde, is the transport infrastructure that 
will support it.

Å Critical junctions will need improvement, both to manage existing demand and to accommodate 
the needs of Ryde over the period of the new Island Plan.

Å Given the dominance that vehicle traffic has in the life of Ryde, the formulation of a transport 
infrastructure plan will have to consider pedestrian and cycle links as part of a healthy, safe and 
sustainable future. A well-connected place is one that provides high-quality pedestrian and 
cycling options and alternatives, and for Ryde, as a community that includes high levels of 
households with no access to a car, this is particularly important.

Å Related to infrastructure planning is the provision of public transport and its reach within Ryde. 
The transport interchange provides great advantages for travellers and commuters between the 
centre of Ryde and other places, but within the town and its outskirts itself there remain 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ IƻǳǎƛƴƎΩǎ ƴŜǿ extra-care development at Haylands has no bus 
service. Access to a community bus scheme that brings together the various existing providers 
would contribute to infrastructure planning. The presence in the town of a bus museum active in 
its community is a part of this discussion.
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PUBLIC OPINION
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ÅKeep the Esplanade free from residential development and 
indeed any obstructive/intrusive building works.

ÅaŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜ ŀǎ wȅŘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
space (it must remain public and free). Western Gardens is a 
particular priority.

ÅAddress critical road and transport junctions, including the 
seafront interchange itself, improving the movement of traffic 
and the safety and convenience of residents and visitors.

ÅEncourage (or demand) better engagement between the 
operation of the transport operators that dominate so much 
ƻŦ wȅŘŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
town.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN 
BY RYDE TOWN COUNCIL AND THE 
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCIL DURING 

2017 AND 2018, REACHED OVER 2000 
PEOPLE AND GENERATED AN 

INVALUABLE DATABASE OF LOCAL 
OPINION, MEMORY AND 

EXPERIENCE.
¢I9 Ψ/![[{ ¢h !/¢LhbΩ /!b .9 

GROUPED INTO DOMINANT 
¢I9a9{Χ
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ÅSecure the Town Hall, the Arena (and its curtilage) and the 
Harbour for the benefit of the community of Ryde (and 
especially for its young people).

Å Improve essential public realm from the Esplanade, through 
Union Street, to the High Street (more and better seating, 
better orientation, more public information, more landscaping 
and street art).

Å Improve flexible, local, public transport options within the 
town itself to supplement the major through-town services of 
the interchange.

ÅTackle local wellbeing priorities of poor mental health, 
loneliness and isolation, poverty and income inequality. 

Χ/hb¢Lb¦95
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A FEATURE OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK TO 
¢I9 ¢h²b /h¦b/L[Ω{ .¦5D9¢ !b5 

POSITION STATEMENT 
CONSULTATIONS IS A TENDENCY 

TOWARDS MUTUALLY 
ANTAGONISTIC POSITIONS.  THIS 
TENSION BETWEEN COMPETING 

OBJECTIVES IS A CHARACTERISTIC OF 
w¸59Ω{ w9D9b9w!¢Lhb 5L{/h¦w{9Φ

ÅA desire to see more facilities for young people.

ÅA fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

ÅA call for widespread enhancements to public realm.

Å! ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ΨŦǊƛƭƭǎΩ.

ÅA need for greater employment opportunity in the 
town.

ÅA fear of over-development.

ÅThe esplanade must be protected as free, accessible 
public space

ÅThe esplanade is in economic decline.
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PART 2. DIAGNOSIS AND 
EVALUATION
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FINDING THE THREADS
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Å There is then a substantial directory of Ryde data, survey, study consultation and assessment, 

particularly covering the period from the Ryde Development Trust to the current work of the Isle of 

Wight Council Regeneration department (a period of approximately 15 years).

Å In addition there is the mapped policy framework  for land use and development that applies to Ryde 

through the Core Strategy of the Isle of Wight Council (2012) and its successor, the 2019 Island Plan 

currently phased for adoption in 2021.

Å Extracting some common, coherent and locally distinctive themes from this resource is a necessary 

step in the creation of a Place Plan since this must be practicable within the regulatory context of 

policy and law.

Å The review of the document archive and contemporary strategic work for Ryde suggest three key 

areas of consistent concern: the physical fabric of the town, its foundation resources, and its 

governance.
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